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Coloring and Activity Book 
artwork inked by and adapted by Garrett Gilchrist 


based upon the animated feature film 
directed by Richard Williams 


and upon the work of the many artists 
who worked on this film over the years 


screenplay by Richard Williams and Margaret French 
Brigands pencil drawings by Chris Fern and Hailey Lain 


selected artwork by and thanks to Andreas Wessel-Therhorn 
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Richard Williams, Roy Naisbitt, Errol Le Cain, Art Babbitt, Ken Harris, John Leatherbarrow, Paul 
Bolger, Neil Boyle, David Byers-Brown, Denis Deegan, Gary Dunn, Andreas Wessel-Therhorn, Sahin 
Ersoz, Steven Evangelatos, Margaret Grieve, Jurgen Gross, Alyson Hamilton, Emery Hawkins, 
Dietmar Kremer, Holger Leihe, Robert Malherbe, Mark Naisbitt, Brent Odell, Tahsin Ozgur, Philip 
Pepper, Dean Roberts, Michael Schlingmann, Alan Simpson, Mike Swindall, Venelin Veltchev, Roger 

Vizard, Tim Watts, Alex Williams, [ony White, Simon Maddocks, Tissa David, Imogen Sutt 

Margaret French, Corny Cole, Grim Natwick, Russell Hall, Paul Dilworth, Barbara McCormack, 
Maggie Brown, Sally Burden, Katherine McDonald, Atlanta Green, Graham Bebbington, Lynette 
Charters, Chris Knott, Mick Burns, Douglas Kirk, Simon Downes, Inge Daveloose, Claire Wright 


It is written 
among the limitless constellations 
of the celestial heavens 
and in the depths of the emerald seas 
and upon every grain of sand 
in the vast deserts 
that the world which we see 
is an outward and visible dream 
of an inward and invisible reality. 


Once upon a time 
there was a Golden City. 
In the centre of the Golden City 
atop the tallest minaret 
were three golden balls. 


The ancients had prophesied 
that if the three golden balls 
were ever taken away 
harmony would yield to discord 
and the city would fall 
to destruction and death. 


But the mystics had 
also foretold that 
the city might be saved 
by the simplest soul 
with the smallest 
and simplest of things. 


In the city there dwelt 
a lowly shoemaker 
who was known as 

Tack the Cobbler. 


Also in the city 
existed a [Thief 
who shall be nameless. 


A sunbeam falls on TACK THE COBBLER, 
asleep in his work-clothes among his shoes and tools. 


Although the young Cobbler is asleep, he is working. 
He is about 2O years old and has the white face of a clown. 


His knapsack-like clothes are grey, worn and patched. 
His toes stick out of his own neglected shoes. 


In contrast to his appearance, he stitches an intricate golden 
design on a delicate crimson shoe. It's clear he's an artist. 


A little old lady, the NURSE, hobbles along, singing and 
dragging a bunch of bananas. [he I[hief sneaks up behind 
her and reaches for them. Her huge arm shoots out of her 

robes and grabs his wrist. She kung-fus him, shakes out 

all his stolen goods and ties him in knots. She hobbles 
off, and he skitters away like a crab. 


Flies BUZZ and the Thief 
appears in the doorway. 
He approaches the 
Sleeping Cobbler, his 
eyes on the hanging 
purse. He lifts it, snaps it 
open and a moth flies 
out. He turns it inside 
out. Empty. 


On the horizon, ostrich plumes wave and men in black run around. A procession is 
coming. The townspeople pull back in fear. 


CHANTING VOICES: Have no fear! Have no fear! Zigzag the Grand Vizier is near! 
He is a tall vulture-like man with the shifting gait of a marionette. Eight crow-like run 


in continuous motion round Zigzag, unrolling and rolling up 2 carpets so that his 
jewelled slippers never touch the earth. 
Z 


The Thief tries to escape. He and 
Tack roll entwined down the stairs, 
crashing into the street with 
chickens, dogs, cats, spools and 
tacks flying everywhere, which land 
in a heap at ZIGZAC's feet. 


ZIGZAG steps onto an upright tack. 


ZIGZAG: Yeeeeoooowwww! 


The Cobbler is bewildered. 
The Thief escapes into the crowd. 


ZIGZAG: Seize him! Take him! 
Take him into the palace! 


GUARDS appear and 
encircle the Cobbler's 
throat with swords. 


PRINCESS YUMYUM: Ui 
Two kinds of beauty 

Bring a new kind of beauty to light 
Would the sun be such a miracle 
Without the starry 
counterpoint of night? 

And yet I find it strange 
Though I arrange and arrange 
There's still an 

empty place in me. 

A missing face I cannot see. 


The young beauty from the window - PRINCESS ) 
YUMYUM - hurries over to her father, KING NOD. 

Old and worn-out, he slumps on his throne like a 

beanbag, snoring fitfully. She kisses his cheek. 
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Vizier is here! 


PRINCESS YUMYUM: 
Wake - wake - father! 
Something's happening! 


ZIGZAG: 

Oh Greatest King of all the Earth! 
This low-born cobbler of no worth 
attacked me in the square today! 
Shall we take his head away? 


KING NOD: 
Oh...uh...Zigzag... 
if you really...think so... 


YUMYUM: But what has he done? 
ZIGZAG: Attacked me! 
YUMYUM (with suspicion): Really? 


The Cobbler crawls forward to pick up his tacks. 
Zigzag falls over him onto the tacks. 


ZIGZAG: Ow! Ow! You great fool! 


YumyYum laughs, delighted. 
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KING NOD: 
What? What? What? 


She slips off her shoe, and - unseen by her 
father - breaks it in half. SNAP. She displays it. 


YUMYUM: 
At the moment, Daddy, I need a cobbler. 


KING NOD: 
Oh? Yes, of course. 


Zigzag is furious, but swallows his rage. 


ZIGZAG: 
Of course ... Oh, Rose of the Land. 
Your slightest whim is my command. 


KING NOD: 
Cobbler ... go with Princess Yumyum ... 


Yumyum's old NURSE (who is also a karate expert) enters singing, and hobbles past in front of 
him. She puts on her glasses to see, and one arm of her spectacles comes loose. 


NURSE: The nice young man is fixing your slippers, my dear? 


YUMYUM: Yes, Nanny. 


Tack swiftly, as a physical aside, 
fixes the Nurse's glasses. 
The Nurse likes him for it. 


An amazing cat's cradle of golden thread 
moves between Iack's fingers. He sits on the 
floor working on Yumyumr's slipper, 
accompanying her song with his tools. 
Yumyum hums her love song and delicately 
arranges the flowers. She looks at Tack. He 
flicks his hands and three beautiful 
embroidered flowers appear on the slipper. 
Yumyum watches and absently places @ 
three flowers in the same positionin her £0 
arrangement. [hen she realises his work VE: 


has affected her work. She's emulating 
him and it makes hers better. They 


look at each other. She blushes and 
turns away - to make believe it 
didn t happen - and goes back to 
her work. 


Flies buzz and the THIEF enters, walking A fs es PE 


backwards blindly down some steps towards y 2 
Tack, who grimaces, as there is an obvious bad m 7 v a ‘ 
smell. He turns - face to face with the [hief. The cd 
Thief grabs Yumyum’'s slipper from Tack’'s hand. Va 2 
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The Thief runs off 
and lack tears after 
him. They race 
across marble floors, 
in and out of 
corridors, mirrors 
and stairs. 


ZIGZAG: 
Aha! You've finished Yumyum's shoe! 
You've done it very well! 
And now she has no need of you 
we ll put you in a cell! 


Goblet, Tickle, Gopher and Slap: 

Desiring power and status, they serve Zigzag, 
believing him to be the real power in the city. 
Each one secretly hopes to 
become the next Grand q 
Vizier, and thinks 
the others 
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WHAT IS A NONOGRAM PUZZLE? 


AISO Known as Griddlers and Picross, these are a Fun |O8IC puzzle For Older readers. 
They Can be very Challenging! The numbers on the side are your Clues to Which boxes 
to fill in aS black and Create aq picture. Jf a line Says “2, 6,” that means there is a group 

Of two blaCk squares and a group Of Six blaCkK squares On that line. You don’t know how 
many white spaces Come before, between and after these groups. So what do you Know? 


‘ : 2 - This puzzle is only 10 blocks big, so the 


39 6776 69 lines which say “20” are definitely black. 
; ; +- +++ - Let’s look for big numbers first. 
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But no matter what, 3 4M DN  [ittie dot or line. 
these are filled in: Either way, we Can fill: Like anything | 

34 Tl mT] 34 where the row is 

already filled. 
Marking the white DON’T GUESS! 

3 spaces is important! Only fill in 

Every cell you fill in What YOU Know! 

tells You more about 

Which other Cells to 


all ten DIOCKs, 
SO let’s Fill it in! 
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ry it yourself! Have Fun! 


MIGHTY ONE-EYE: 
One-Eyes! One-Eyes! One-Eyes win again! 
The day of death has come to the Golden Land! 
One-Eye has destroyed the Frontier Guard! 


«a And I shall conquer the Golden City! 
AY N ! 


o one is left alive to warn them! 
b 


/ 
AYR I shall gnaw the Golden City to the bone! 
TEA And I shall spit it out! 
Lf L/ I shall trample and break them! 
And not show pity! 
Sane 

\ 
Sea 


No man escapes the Mighty One-Eye! 


An orange moon rises, 
whitens and shines on 
Silver clouds passing 
over the valleys. 

We see a tall tower with 
a vulture-like turret. 
Window ‘eyes’ light up 
like searchlights above 
its long, winding 
Staircase. 


ZIGZAG: Sleep ... Sleep ... Sleep! They sleep 
... they sleep ... they're all asleep! But I am 
quite awake! Eh, Phido? I rise above the 
human heap! The world is mine to take! Eh, 
Phido? Men are fools who walk in dreams ... 
they sleep their lives away! But I, Zigzag, will 
reign supreme! For they are easy prey ... Eh, 
Phido? The King himself sleeps all the time ... 
A lost unconscious soul ... too stupid to 
suspect that I am in control! Control! Control 
the Golden Land! And all it's golden wealth! 
I rule now with an unseen hand, by cleverness 
and stealth! 


ZIGZAG: Eh, Phido? But this ignoble way of 
life is just a passing thing! For I intend to take 
as wife ... the daughter of the King! 


And with her as my Royal Bride I'll rule in 
public sight. With Princess Yumyum at my 
Side, the crown is mine by right! 


Poor PHIDO! How could I forget? I fear you 
haven't eaten yet. For you dear bird, a special 
treat - For breakfast you Il have Cobbler meat! 
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KING: Death and destruction, 
Zigzag! My Kingdom will come 
to destruction and death! 


disaster? Why speak 
you of death? 


KING: I've had a dream. 
A nightmare! No! 

A-a-a vision! A vision 
of invasion! A race of 
one-eyed men! 


ZIGZAG: Be calm, Serene 
Highness. You must catch 
your breath. What dawn of CA 


ZIGZAG: Calm down, your Highness. Invaders? 
One-eyed? But this is against what has been prophesied. 
For has it not been written - we are safe from any threat 

as long as those three golden balls are on the minaret? 


KING: What if the balls are taken away? 


ZIGZAG: A way has never been found to take them away. 
What freak of nature could ever get up to the top of that 
minaret? What freak of nature could there be, 

to steal the balls while all could see? 
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King Nod, Thief, Tack, Cobbler, Zigzag, Grand Vizier, Princess, 
YumYum, Old Witch, Mighty One Eye, Phido, Vulture, Nurse, Nanny, 


Chief Roofless, Brigands, Gopher, Goblet, Tickle, Slap, Narrator, 


Dwarf, Hoof, Hook, Goolie, Maiden from Mombassa, Dying Soldier 


ZIGZAG: 
It's not time to get up. 
Too early to rise. 
Too early to open 


Say the King’s sleepy eyes. 
or ayy YUMYUM: 


Wake! Wake, father! 
Something's happening! 
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ZIGZAG: 
Is this opportunity ringing? 
I think there are some balls 
you should be bringing... 
Get those balls! Keep out of sight! 
Bring them to me late tonight! 
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KING: My loyal generals! 
My brave soldiers! 

The Three Golden Balls have 
gone! Our City faces invasion! 
The Mighty One-Eye is coming! 
Take up your positions with my 
blessing! (coughing) 


Nee 
Peas Soares 
CROWD: Long live King Nod). x2 


Bey. 
Long live the Golden City! aN 
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YUMYUM: Nanny, where 
could my Cobbler be? 


NURSE: Iry the prison... 


YUMYUM: What? Oh, no! 
What goes on in this palace? 


Escaping prison, Tack sneaks around the 
palace with his mouse friend in his pocket, 
accidentally discovering a secret passage... 


Goblet, Tickle, Gopher and Slap bring 
the three Golden Balls to ZigZag. 


“Gentlemen! Gentlemen! 
What a delight! 
You bring me immeasurable 
pleasure tonight! 
No doubt you were careful 
and kept out of sight? 
We'll let this be our 
little secret, all right?” 
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KING: Youre here, Zigzag! 
But where are the balls? 


ZIGZAG: Magicked 
away, my lord... 


KING: Magicked away! 
Oh no... 


ZIGZAG: Oh, you mustn't 
look so tragic! I am not 
unschooled in magic! 


KING: You mean ... 
You ...? 


ZIGZAG: 


Alakazam! 
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ZIGZAG: As my peril will 
be dire, you must grant 
my heart's desire! 
KING: Which is? 
ZIGZAG: I require, sire, 
your daughter Yumyum. 


To wed. 


KING: You ... want my 
daughter? Never! 


ZIGZAG: Never? 
KING: Never, ever! 


ZIGZAG: Well, I just 
thought I'd ask. 


ZIGZAG: We'll see who wins at the end of the day! Well see who 
ends up grieving! I'll go to the One-Eyes right away. I'm taking my 
balls and leaving! 


ROOFLESS: 
Aye. Aye. Times has 
changed, Goolie. 


GOOLIE: 
Ah and indeed they 


have, Chieftain! 
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ROOFLESS: Things is not what they used to be, you know. 
GOOLIE: It was different then. 
BRIGANDS: (chattering) Aye, the old days were the best days. 
And Ali Baba, there wasnt a better man under the sun. Nothing lasts. Nothing. 


SGT. HOOK: There's a caravan coming! Here comes a caravan! 


- A caravan! 


ROOFLESS 
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! What do we do? 


Ah, he's right 
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Roofless grabs Tack by the neck and lifts him up, choking. Tack hangs there, unable to breathe, as 
the old Nurse slides out from the palanquin curtains and dodders up to Roofless. WHAM! She whops 
him in the gut with a karate kick. BOFF! She chops him in the back. Still clutching Tack, Roofless 
tries to push her away. Three huge Brigands step forward to grab the old lady and WOOF! THUD! 
She throws the first in the air. BLAM! Slams the second onto his back. CRASH! Hurls the third to 
the ground. Six giant Brigands step forward and sit down on her - rendering her powerless. 
Tack flails. Yuamyum steps gently out of the palanquin. [he Brigands gasp in astonishment. 


Iam a mag 

a sorcerer too! 
And I'm in a posit 
I think, tos y 


ONE-EYE: Sorcerer? 


ZIGZAG: 
I conjure demons! 


I have power over people, though they may 
appear complex. For me they fall like 
playing cards. And I control the decks! 


But all this is nothing, for now in my hand 
is the very key to the Golden Land! For no 
man can take it - no matter how great - 
unless he possesses these three balls of fate! 


ROOFLESS: 

Er, ah... 
Princess...perhaps 
me and me men 
ought to be stayin 
here ... Ah, to 
guard the 
Wway...against 
intruders! 


YUMYUM: 
Yes, Roofless. You 
Stay here. 
Guard the exit. 
Were going up. 
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PRINCESS YUMYUM: Oh, Mad and 
Holy Old Witch of the Desert 
Mountain. I am Princess Yumyum (\ 


of the Golden City. We nave ZS 


travelled far across the yA, 


desert to find you. Our 
Golden City is going to be 


under attack! My father says é, g 
you could tell us how we can @ Z 
Save our city. ... Well pay! 
y, \ 7 
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WITCH: Okay. 
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WITCH: Ah, for you 
I will make a special price. 
And take a special trip. 
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YUMYUM: Gentlemen! 
We must return at once! 


ROOFLESS: Er ... yer majesty ... not 
meaning to brag ... But if there's one 
thing meself and me men are good at... 


YUMYUM: Good at? 


ROOFLESS: We're good 
at makin a getaway! 


GOOLIE/BRIGANDS: 
Aye! Running! 
We're good at running! 
Runnin away! 


ROOFLESS: Mount up! 
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BONUS MAZE 


The Thief and the Cobbler is an unfinished animated film created and directed by three-time Academy Award 
winning animator Richard Williams (animation director of Who Framed Roger Rabbit, A Christmas Carol 

and The Animator's Survival Kit). Nearly 30 years in the making, a labor of love by a team of animation 
ereats, this was to be the masterpiece of Williams’ career, perhaps the most ambitious independent 
animated film ever conceived. After over two decades of work, the film was taken away from Williams when 
he couldn't meet his deadline. It was given to another director, recut and destroyed. 


In the early 1960s, Williams had illustrated a series of comedic books translated by Idries Shah, about the 
Sufi mystic Mullah Nasrudin. He intended to develop them into a film, The Majestic Fool. The Shah family 
demanded too much money, and an original film was developed after Williams’ 1972 Academy Award win for 
A Christmas Carol. The Williams-directed Raggedy Ann & Andy: A Musical Adventure was released in 1977. 
By 1980 the Thief film had a screenplay by Margaret French, titled “The [Thief Who Never Gave Up." Williams 
put his own money into animating many scenes for the film, inbetween work on animated commercials. 


The success of Who Framed Roger Rabbit in 1988 caused Warner Bros to finally fund Williams’ dream 
project. Old scenes were reanimated and most of the film as we know it was animated during this time. It is 
estimated that Richard needed another six months to a year to complete the film when Warner Bros pulled 
the plug, feeling that the film was uncommercial, and believing whispers that the film would never be 
completed. At this time, Disney was making a suspiciously similar competing film, Aladdin. 


The Thief and the Cobbler was not completed as intended. Versions titled The Princess and the Cobbler and 
Arabian Knight were released, with sequences directed cheaply by Fred Calvert. The film is almost 
unrecognizable in this form, and is not available in HD. 


In 2006, filmmaker and artist Garrett Gilchrist began an unofficial restoration of the film as the Recobbled 
Cut, with the help and moral support of several hundred people who had worked on the film or had 
knowledge of it. He also built a large archive of materials from the production, and of Richard Williams’ 
other work. After eight years of work by Gilchrist, The Thief and the Cobbler: Recobbled Cut Mk4 was 
released in 2013 to widespread acclaim. This seems to have inspired Richard Williams to release his 
workprint of the film in public screenings as "A Moment In Time." This is not available on home video, 
despite discussions with AMPAS and the BFI. Richard Williams passed away in 2019. 


Garrett Gilchrist had inked several pieces of promotional art for the film in 2006, to allow for a new poster 
and other prints to be made. While widely seen, this artwork was not quite up to the high standards of 
Richard Williams’ film. Blurry DVD screen grabs had been printed out as reference, which became much 
blurrier on a lightbox. Gilchrist decided to revisit the project in 2022, to see if he could reach a much higher 
standard which resembled the original film. Gilchrist had been a professional artist for 25 years at that 
point, off and on. Some of the new artwork would be somewhat original or entirely original, when the 
original reference wasnt clear enough. But the majority of it was based on pencil drawings which had 
survived from the original film's production, in varying quality. The collection of animator Andreas 
Wessel-Therhorn was invaluable, as were other private collections contributed over the years. 


While most of the artwork from the film hasn't survived, mostly being discarded during the course of the 
Calvert production, enough drawings have survived to make a representative sampling of the film possible. 
These drawings were printed out for inking - large enough to take up several pieces of paper - and corrected 
digitally. Garrett Gilchrist inked over 190 pages of material for this book, a large undertaking. In nearly all 
cases, the goal was to reproduce a surviving piece of artwork from the film as accurately as possible. 


There is some original art by Gilchrist- The Thief reaching, [The Thief and Tack with the Golden Balls, Tack 
handing a mouse to Yum Yum, and a wide shot of the Brigands in the desert (with maze). Full body shots of 
Yum Yum (standing), Mighty One Eye (fist), The Old Witch (standing), Chief Roofless (pointing) and twelve 
Brigands are based on very loose and vague reference which had to be redrawn, as were three other shots of 
Roofless including Nanny fighting a Brigand, and Jack running after the Thief. 


For the Recobbled Cut, Hailey Lain and Chris Fern had contributed pencil storyboards for new scenes 
featuring the Brigands (roughs and finals, respectively). Five of those are included here. In addition, 
approximately 30 pages of this book feature pencil sketches and artwork from the production of the original 
film, that have not been re-inked (but are cleaned up somewhat). These are heavily featured in the nonogram 
puzzles and “draw this character using a grid" pages, and about six "One Eye War Machine’ pages. 


It was difficult to reach Richard Williams’ high standards, but the art here was so meticulously recreated that 
it reaches the level of quality needed. It should look good in black and white and color. 


This coloring book is intended for all ages. Adults and children should both be able to enjoy the artwork and 
puzzles here for different reasons. It's a new way to experience this one-of-a-kind animated masterpiece. 


